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Vigil Lights for Home Devotions 


These Vigil Lights are now packed in an ornate box con- 
taining one dozen 15-hour Vigil Lights with one Ruby Glass, 
and will be sent postpaid to any point within a distance of three 
zones on receipt of one dollar. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., Inc. 
405 North Main St. St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


Ani excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
Lapidar is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. Lapidar is compounded by Rev. Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. Lapidar acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty, circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect espe- 
cially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout or stomach 
troubles or weak heart and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for Special Lapidar. Price $2 50 
per box. 


Agents Wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 








St. Ignatius Salve 


This wonderful Salve is the only Remedy known against Bone Diseases (Carries, Necrosis) 
Cancer and Ulcerating Wounds. 

The St. Ignatius Wound Salve draws all the pus out of the wound and cauterizes almost pain- 
lessly any wild and morbid flesh, and thus cleanses the wound. If it works strongly, it sometimes 
causes pain when first used. A cure can only then be effected when the wound is all cleaned and 
this necessarily requires a longer or shorter time, according to the state and length of the sickness. 
In most cases the salve will cure in a short time, provided the directions given are observed; how- 
ever, one jar only, or two will not suffice to effect a permanent cure in a chronic case. The salve is 
compounded of totally uninjurious ingredients and can not, therefore, do any harm in any cases. 

The salve will be mailed postage free only if money is remitted with order. As the use of the 
salve should not be suspended in the course of the cure, re-orders should be sent in time. 

Price per jar $1.30; six jars $6.50. Send your orders to Benedictine Press, St. Benedict, Oregon. 


Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month and 
the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads ‘‘Apr. 28,” 
your subscription expired with the April, 1928 issue; if ‘‘May 28,” it 
expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us 10 days or so 
before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable to 
change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England 1.25 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 





Premiums for NEW Subscriptions 
to “Tabernacle and Purgatory”’ 





Please mention premium desired 


A silver oxidized Miraculous Medal, in deep relief 
For 1 NEW modeling, attached to a neat card with appropriate 
Subscription verses. 
Or: — An artistic, silver oxidized or gold plated medal of St. 
Jude, represented with cross and anchor, and bearing 
the inscription: St. Jude Thaddeus, pray for us. 


An entirely new Little Flower Placard, in colors, with 
For 2 NEW easel to stand. The picture, covered with uninflam- 
Subscriptions mable celluloid, represents the Sainf holding the Cruci- 
fix surrounded with roses. Size 444 x6% in. 
Or: —A black cocoa Rosary on metal chain. 


A metal Statue of St. Jude 4% inches high, finished in 
For 3 NEW .e silver oxidized. The saint is represented as holding in 
Subscriptions one hand a club, the emblem of his martyrdom, and 
with the other pointing to the medallion of Our Savior, 
which, according to tradition, he was wearing when he 
visited and healed the afflicted King of Edessa. 
Or: — Your choice of an oxidized Medallion either of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus or of the Blessed Virgin. The 
emblem is mounted on a genuine Algerian onyx back- 
ground with easel to stand. Size 2%x1% in. Both 
will be sent to those securing 6 new subscriptions. 


For 4 NEW A larger sized Little Flower Placard 51% x7% inches. 
Subscriptions Similar to the one listed for 2 new subscriptions. 


An excellent, imported, Real Ebony Crucifix, with 
For 5 NEW beveled edges. The artistic oxidized corpus will attract 
Subscriptions all to love and compassion for our suffering Savior. It 

is light in weight, and can easily be held by a sick 

person, or may be hung on the wall. Size 7% in. 


For 6 NEW Your choice of the two Medallions listed above or a 
Subscriptions similar Medallion of the Head of Christ, 444 x2% in. 


Aman: “All the subscribers to your splendid periodical are well 
pleased with it, and this encourages me all the more in spreading this 
interesting, instructive and edifying magazine. ‘It stands out without 
an equal in the realm of Catholic reading,’ said one of my friends after 
he had it for several months.” 

A priest: “I look forward to the arrival of ‘Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory’ with almost as much joy as I do to the coming of Christmas. So 
let the ‘Tabernacle’ always come to me; it will prepare me to enjoy 
Christmas.”’ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





‘*Mary is the channel by which the waters of all gifts and 
graces flow to the hearts of men’’ —- Pope Benedict XIV. 








Gabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D.D. 
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Mary, Mother of Divine Grace 





em) UR Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, in his encyclical on 
| the unity of the Church called the attention of his 
S70) faithful children to a sure means, one which in the 
——=— history of the Church has always proved a healing 
and saving remedy, — trustful prayer to the Mother of God. 
She who bears that meaningful title, “Mother of Divine Grace,” 
is destined by God to obtain for us grace in richest measure. 
Mary is chosen by God to be, after our Divine Savior, our 
Mediatrix, and she exercises this office with tender maternal 
love. Hence, she deserves, in our sad times more than ever, our 


childlike confidence. 












4. TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


In taking for our subject, Mary, the Mother of Divine 
Grace, let us explain: 1. How well founded is the belief of the 
Church in Mary as the Mediatrix of grace. 2. How we should 
take refuge to her in our needs. Thus we, too, shall be able to 
join in the old, venerable and grateful confession of the Church: 
“Behold, Mary has always been our hope! To her we have all 
taken refuge, and she has come to our aid!” 


Channel of Grace 


The belief of the Church is well founded when she recog- 
nizes Mary as the Mediatrix of grace. When the Holy Father 
admonishes us so forcibly to take refuge to Mary, and places 
her before us as the “Mother of Divine Grace,” does he not for- 
get that solemn word of the Apostle of the Gentiles: “There is 
one God, and one Mediator of God and men, the Man Christ 
Jesus”? (1 Tim. ii. 5.) — Certainly, the Catholic Faith recog- 
nizes only one Mediator, our Savior Jesus Christ, the Incarnate 
Son of God; but we likewise know from that same Faith that in 
the plan of the Incarnation the Heavenly Father made Mary the 
Mother of His Son. Through her, as through a channel, should 
flow to us the plentitude of all grace, whose source is Christ. 
In Paradise, God gave Eve, the “mother of all the living,” as 
companion to Adam, the father of the human race; — so 
Mary, the Mother of Christ, as the spiritual Mother of the 
living, should be at the side of the “new Adam,” Christ. This 
is the conviction of the Church since the time of the Apostles; 
such has ever been proclaimed with inspired words by the 
Fathers and Doctors of the Church. 

It was a decisive hour for the fate of the human race, when 
the fallen angel, in the form of a serpent, tempted Eve in Para- 
dise, and she, deceived by him, consented to sin. She also 
caused Adam to sin, and thus misery and death came upon the 
entire human race. The “mother of the living” became the 
mother of the dead. 

On the first page of the Gospel we again find a woman 
speaking with an angel. Gabriel, sent by God, announces to the 
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Virgin Mary at Nazareth the plan of the Incarnation of the Son 
of God. Through her consent to the Divine plan, she is to be- 
come the Mother of the Redeemer. Through her, He who is the 
fulness of all grace is to be given to the world. The Virgin is 
confronted with a momentous decision. She knows from the 
writings of the prophets that the coming Redeemer will be a 
“Man of Sorrows” (Is. liii. 3), and that on this account His 
Mother will be the Mother of Sorrows. But she takes pity on 
sinful, fallen mankind, and, obedient to the call of God, she 
consents, answering: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord” (Luke 
i. 38). O sublime word that stays the curse of original sin; 
that opens heaven, calls down the Son of God from His heavenly 
throne and makes Him our Brother! “The Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us” (John i. 14). Hail, then, O Mary, 
“Mother of Divine grace!” 


Mother of Grace in Joy 


Immediately, even before the birth of her Divine Son, 
Mary begins to exercise her office as Mediatrix of grace. She 
hastens to the hill country of Elizabeth, the mother of the Pre- 
cursor of Christ, and, by her salutation, brings sanctification 
and joy to the child and the mother. 

In the grotto at Bethlehem, Mary gives the Divine Child to 
the world. She places Him in the arms of the shepherds and of 
the Magi. When she offers Him in the temple, she satisfies the 
longing desire of the aged Simeon and the prophetess Anna. 

The whole childhood and youth of our Divine Savior is 
entrusted to Mary. She nourishes and safeguards the Salvation 
of the world, whether it be in the poverty of Bethlehem or in the 
exile of Egypt or in the solitude of Nazareth. Thus she bestows 
every maternal service upon the Fountain of Grace. Is she not 
then, in very deed, the “Mother of Divine Grace?” 

During the three years of our Lord’s public life, Mary 
withdraws to the background, for she was not called to teach and 
to act in public. It is remarkable, however, that at the wedding 
feast of Cana, Mary, through her prayer, obtains the first public 
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miracle from our Lord,—a miracle which not only relieved 
the embarrassment of the bridal pair, but above all was destined 
to establish the first disciples in their faith in the Divinity of 
their Master. And we may be sure that Mary, also during the 
remainder of the public life of Jesus, accompanied the activity 
of her Divine Son by her prayer and silent sacrifices. 


Mother of Grace in Sorrow 


Throughout the public career of our Lord, we do not find 
Mary taking an active part until our Blessed Savior is about to 
accomplish the Redemption of man by His bitter Passion and 
death. 

Dear readers, on Golgotha we behold erected the altar of 
sacrifice. The “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world” is nailed, hands and feet, to the Cross. The redeeming 
Blood flows in streams upon the ground. And there, beneath 
the Cross of Jesus, stands His Mother. Peter and the other 
apostles have fled; John alone perseveres with Mary to the con- 
summation of the sacrifice. Oh, that we were permitted to look 
into the Heart of the Victim’s Mother! Now is fulfilled what 
she had anticipated at the Annunciation. Now she is experi- 
encing the meaning of the word: “Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord” according to the designs of the Heavenly Father. Again 
she consents in humble obedience toward God, and in sacrificial, 
merciful love toward men, to become the Mother, the spiritual 
Mother of all to whom her Son, by His death, would impart His 
Divine Life and the adoption of children of God. She stands 
like a priestess beside the Cross; the Sacrifice which. her Son is 
offering in His Blood is also her Sacrifice. She, too, gives in 
Him her best, her all, for the souls for whom her Son has re- 
purchased the life of grace. As the Blood of the dying Re- 
deemer cries to the Father for grace and mercy, so do the tears 
and sighs of Mary, mingle with this cry. 

Now we understand the dying words of our Savior, His 
testament to mankind, appointing His Mother as the Mother of 
all the redeemed. “Behold thy Son!” He says to her; and to 
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John, “Behold thy Mother!” (John xix. 26, 27.) We believe, 
as Holy Church teaches us, that here John was the representative 
of redeemed mankind. Hence, the Church wearies not of pro- 
claiming by the mouth of her most eminent teachers, in the name 
of the redeemed children of men, that she hopes to obtain 
every grace and gift through the mediation of Mary. Day by 
day, yes, hour by hour, she acknowledges this in her official 
prayers. 
The Sure Way to Jesus 

If, then, Mary became the “Mother of Divine grace” by 
her consent to the Incarnation of the Word of God, she became 
so in a far deeper sense by the Sacrifice she consummated as 
she stood beneath the Cross of her Divine Son. Whoever, like 
her cooperates in acquiring grace, must likewise be permitted 
to cooperate in the distribution and imparting of grace. The 
devoted children of Holy Church are right, then, when they 
assign to Mary, who is the first, after Christ, in the glory of 
heaven, also first rank in the work of Christ — the application 
of the fruits of the Redemption. It is a firm, Catholic convic- 
tion that to Mary, as the “pleading omnipotence,” no petition 
is refused, and that through her all find the sure way to Jesus, 
the fountain of grace, as St. Bernard, the fervent client of Mary, 
so beautifully expresses when he says: “Per Mariam ad 
Jesum — Through Mary to Jesus.” 

This conviction of Mary’s prerogative as dispensatrix of 
grace is shown by the last words recorded of her in the Acts of 
the Apostles: “All these (the apostles) were persevering with 
one mind in prayer with ... Mary the Mother of Jesus” (Acts 
i. 14). In this prayer she obtains for the infant Church the new 
apostle, Matthias, to replace the unhappy traitor, Judas. She 
prays for the Holy Spirit and obtains the plenitude of His gifts 
for the apostles and disciples. It is to her intercession that the 
infant Church in Jerusalem must ascribe that her children “were 
persevering in the doctrine of the apostles, and in the communi- 
cation of the breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts ii. 42). 

Happy, then, that community in Jerusalem which prayed 
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with Mary, and at her side and in her spirit assisted at the Holy 
Sacrifice and received the Body of our Lord. Happy, too, the 
Catholic Church of our day which at every Holy Mass makes a 
commemoration of the Blessed Mother of God, and through her 
intercession draws superabundant graces from the fountains of 
the Savior. Oh, that we all, whether living in the world or in 
the cloister, priests or laity, yes, that we all would find salvation 
through Mary, the Mother of Divine grace! —Bp. S. 


_— 
Practical Devotion to Mary 





HE Church and all her children find encouragement, 
SS help and consolation amid their difficulties, in the 
intercession of the Mother of God. Mary has, in- 
deed, been chosen and ordained by God as “Mother 
of Divine grace,” to dispense the inexhaustible treasures of the 
merits of Christ. Since Mary experienced so much sorrow in 
her own life, we may, with all the more confidence, rely upon 
her help in all our trials and vicissitudes. 

Holy Church encourages us to persevering prayer by the 
cycle of beautiful feasts which she has instituted in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin during the course of the year. Celebrate them, 
beloved readers, even though they may not be holy days of 
obligation, by assisting at Holy Mass and receiving Holy Com- 
munion in honor of the Blessed Mother of God. 

Moreover, Holy Church dedicates two months of the year 
to her special honor: the charming month of May and the fruit- 
laden month of October. Take part in the May devotions and 
in the rosary devotion, regardless of rank and age; and recite 
the rosary also at other times, meditating lovingly on the 
mysteries. 

Again, Saturday of each week is called the Blessed Vir- 
gin’s day. Devout Catholics honor their Heavenly Queen on 
this day, show her their love and veneration, and invoke her aid 
by the recitation of her litany. 

Finally, three times each day the church bell invites us to 
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greet and invoke Mary by the Angelus. Do not close your heart 
and ear to this voice from the church towers. Beautiful was the 
custom of former days when, at the ringing of the Angelus, all 
labor, every conversation and amusement was interrupted to 
recite the Angelical Salutation. 

If thus we have spent our whole life in the service of Mary, 
venerating and invoking her; if daily we have called upon her 
devoutly: “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death;” if, above all, we have 
sought to please her by a truly Christian life, — then we may 
confidently expect that the “Mother of Divine grace” will not 
forsake us at the hour of greatest need, when we most require 
Divine grace, in the hour that will decide our whole eternity. 
In that hour she will fulfill in us the consoling words of St. 
Bernard: “Per Mariam ad Jesum — Through Mary to Jesus.” 

so 


Refuge of Sinners 





HAT Mary helps, and is in the truest sense of the 
4 word “The Refuge of Sinners” the following inci- 
dent will show: — In February, 1857, a wealthy 
and distinguished man became ill. He belonged to 
that class of persons which considers all that belongs to church 
and religion as secondary, but whatever this earth can offer, as 
of prime importance. Among his servants there were two pious 
girls who, despite the unchristian conduct of their master, served 
him in all submission and fidelity. When, from the lips of the 
physician, they learned that the illness would prove fatal, one 
of them hastened to summon the pastor, entreating him to pre- 
pare the sick man for the reception of the Last Sacraments. 

The pastor lost no time to offer his services to the unhappy 
patient. “What do you want here?” was the welcome given him 
by the man. “I just want to visit you,” was the gentle reply, 
“because I hear that you are sick. To visit the sick is a work of 
mercy, but for the priest it is a sacred duty.” Most reluctantly, 





the man offered him a seat. The pastor, having inquired how 








10 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


he was feeling, tried to lead the conversation gradually to 
religious subjects and to the reception of the Holy Sacraments. 
Half angry, the sick man told the priest that he had long since 
given up such foolish ideas and that he would hear nothing on 
the subject. When the pastor saw that all his efforts were fruit- 
less, he bade the patient farewell. On leaving the house, he 
told the anxious servant girls that, for the present, there was 
nothing to be done but to pray to the Blessed Virgin that their 
master’s soul might be saved. The pious girls did as the priest 
recommended. 

After five days, one of the servant-girls came again, breath- 
less and beaming with joy, begging the good pastor to come in 
all haste, but this time to bring the Holy Viaticum, for the 
patient himself had requested it. Scarcely had the priest en- 
tered the room, when the sick man expressed his ardent desire 
to receive the Last Sacraments. He added: “Rev. Father, I 
have had a terrible night. Yesterday it was still my firm de- 
termination — I acknowledge it to my own shame and with deep 
regret —to die without the Sacraments, for, on account of my 
wicked life, I had lost the belief in eternity and in the immor- 
tality of the soul. Last night I lay awake in my bed. It may 
have been eleven o’clock when I was overcome by a calm, peace- 
ful sleep. Suddenly I beheld the Mother of God with the Di- 
vine Child on her arm. She hovered over my couch, and threat- 
eningly raised her finger. Even the Child looked at me with 
so earnest and reproachful a mien that His gaze penetrated my 
very soul. I awoke; my limbs were trembling with fear. I 
tried to persuade myself that it was all an empty dream, but 
the vision is constantly before me.” 

“My dear friend,” said the pastor, “adore the mercy of 
God which, for the last time, has offered you a helping hand. 
Woe to you, had you disregarded this last grace! Be grateful, 
too, for the maternal love of the Blessed Virgin; she is, indeed, 
the ‘Refuge of sinners.’ Be thankful also to your servant girls 
who have often prayed for the salvation of your soul... But 
now, let us begin the holy work which will insure for you a 
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blessed eternity.” — Amid tears of contrition, the sick man 
made a general confession and received the Last Sacraments 
with touching devotion. The following day, the death knell an- 
nounced the departure of his soul. 

—B-B-R- 


How Souls are Led to Mary 





Freee) NE of the most efficacious means of saving souls is to 
( 20 foster and encourage a tender veneration of Mary. 
Rightly does Father Faber say that thousands of 
souls go to eternal perdition because Mary is kept 
aloof from them. Numberless other souls would be in the abyss 
of hell had they not found salvation in their devotion to Mary. 
Immediately after the fall to which our first parents were se- 
duced by the serpent, the devil was opposed by Mary’s antago- 
nism as by a mighty power attacking him on every occasion, and 
triumphantly crushing his head — that is, destroying his work 
and repairing the injury which he had done to souls. Already 
after the first sin, Mary was presented to the world as the refuge 
of sinners and as the comfortress of the afflicted. Coupled with 
the promise of a future Messiah, God holds up Mary to their 
gaze as the first and most efficient co-laborer of her Divine 
Son, to teach us that longing and love of mankind is to be 
directed not only to the Savior but also to His Blessed Mother. 

It is safe to say that nearly all souls attain salvation 
through Mary. How much have the fathers and doctors of the 
Church written concerning devotion to Mary! Blessed Albert 
enumerates forty reasons for this devotion. God loves His 
Mother unspeakably. Whoever wishes to draw down upon him- 
self the complacency of God need only spread devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin and lead souls to her. How manifestly God 
showed His eagerness to bring souls nearer to Mary during the 
last century! One need but recall her numerous apparitions, 
miracles and answers to prayer. The Heart of Jesus glows with 
desire to augment love and veneration of Mary. The honor of 
His Mother is one of the dearest interests of His Divine Heart. 


ge 
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Satan has revealed through a possessed person that those who 
propagate devotion to the Blessed Mother do him the greatest 
injury. “O garment (the holy Scapular), how many souls 
you have snatched from damnation!” exclaimed one similarly 
tormented by the evil one. On nothing is hell more intent than 
on robbing souls of their devotion to Mary and on preventing 
its being spread. 

Above all, the evil one fears and hates priests who nourish 
a tender devotion for the Mother of God in their own heart and 
teach and recommend it to others. By means of pictures, books 
and periodicals treating on devotion to Mary, immeasurable 
good can be accomplished. It is well also to encourage souls 
to perform daily some devotion in her honor, such as the recita- 
tion of three Hail Marys, or of seven Hail Marys in memory of 
her sorrows, to join confraternities organized in her honor, to 
fast, to give alms, make pilgrimages, etc. Mothers should dedi- 
cate their little children to the Blessed Virgin and infuse a ten- 
der devotion to this good Mother into the hearts of the little ones. 

Let us all be ardent apostles of Mary and thereby secure 
our salvation, as the holy fathers assure us! 


- ’ 
For Mary’s Month 


Every Catholic loves the Blessed Virgin Mary. She is our Mother, 
our tender Mother. During this month of May we should give a special 
token of our love for the Heavenly Virgin, by having Holy Masses 
said in her honor. Through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass we can give 
to Mary the greatest joy it is possible for us to offer her. If we have 
Holy Masses offered in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, for our spe- 
cial intentions or for the relief of the poor souls, she will add her 
efficacious supplications to the Sacrifice of her Divine Son upon the 
altar. 

To the merit of such intentions we can gain, further, the reward 
of charity if we send Holy Masses for the relief of the impoyerished 
bishops, and superiors in Central Europe. One provincial wrote to us 
March 30, 1928: ‘God be thanked for the Mass intentions you sent to 
me! I must help thirty of my houses. After the death of the saintly 
Father Lukas I felt all was lost, and my aid could no longer be given. 
I am sure the blessed one in heaven has inspired you to continue the 
work and send me assistance.” 

Mass intentions will be promptly forwarded, as heretofore, to 
needy prelates and superiors in Central Europe. 
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OR its twenty-fourth year our humble magazine, ““Tab- 
ernacle and Purgatory’’» commences its mission: the 
mission of enkindling hearts with love for the Holy 
Eucharist, nourishing in hearts a true veneration for 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, and implanting in hearts a practical 
charity for the poor souls in purgatory. When the project of a 
devotional magazine was contemplated twenty-four years ago, a 
saintly Benedictine Father said to Rev. Father Lukas, O.S.B., of 
‘ holy memory, and to the Benedictine Sisters of Clyde: — 

“Give to the people a magazine which will be for them a 
spiritual reading. There are plenty of periodicals which contain 
stories and secular news. What the people need is something to 
enkindle their love for God and lift them above the sordid, mate- 
rial things of earth. If you publish a magazine, keep im it a devo- 
tional spirit. Print it on spotless paper and do not spoil it with 
worldly advertisements.”’ 

This is the ideal which we have had before us for the past 
twenty-four years; from this ideal we have not swerved. And 
here we must yield to the impulse of our hearts to pay an humble 
tribute to the saintly memory of Rev. Father Lukas, O.S.B., under 
whose direction we have been aided to preserve our magazine as 
a devotional publication. With God's help, ‘““Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” shall maintain that same spirit of simplicity, solidity 
and devotion. 

One of the greatest encouragements to continue the periodi- 
cal as one devoted to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
to the veneration of Mary, and the relief of the Suffering Souls, is 
the great number of letters from our friends which assure us of 
the good ““Tabernacle and Purgatory” is doing for souls. 


A gentleman writes: ‘‘I am enclosing herewith two dollars for my 
subscription to your wonderful magazine. Out of gratitude for the 
spiritual benefits I have received in reading it, I would like to tell you 
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just what a marvelous periodical I think it is, but I do not find words 
to properly express myself. I must say, however, every time I have 
picked up any issue to read, I have felt spiritually better for it. There 
are many good Catholic magazines and, of course, one would hesitate 
to say which he thinks the best; yet I believe if it were possible for the 
Poor Souls to decide the matter, ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ would 
head the list.’’ 

A gentleman from Spain writes : “American Catholics have a 
great treasure in ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ and it would be a great 
spiritual loss to them did they not appreciate it. We must have some 
guide to reach our eternal destiny, — ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ is 
the shortest way that leads to heaven; it is the lantern that lights the 
tempest; it is the sure peace; it comforts the afflicted soul; it helps to 
obtain life for eternity.” 

A lady tells us: “I deeply sympathize with you in the loss of dear 
Father Lukas, O.S.B. He was with you so long and taken so suddenly! 
I learned to love him through ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’. I have read 
the many tributes to Rev. Father Lukas from the cardinals, bishops 
and priests which show how much he was loved. I received Holy 
Communion for him on learning of his death in ‘Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory.’ I loved each magazine more and more, and I can truthfully say I 
have learned to love Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament by reading your 
publication.” 

A devoted reader from Indiana says: ‘‘Your magazine is the finest 
and most instructive I have ever read.”’ 

“Tabernacle and Purgatory’ comes to us as a dear welcome friend 
which raises our hearts and souls heavenward. Words fail to express 
how much we appreciate it, and how much spiritual benefit we derive 
from it,’’ writes another friend and reader. ¢ 


Aside from the spiritual phase of ““Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory” it has earned through you and with you, dear readers, the 
honor of being called the medium which has brought the greatest 
help to the impoverished countries of Central Europe after the 
World War. Your charity is known throughout the world, and 
a Divine Recompenser will one day bestow upon you the heav- 
enly treasures you have purchased by sacrificing those of earth. 

We employ no agents to secure subscriptions. Our sole 
hope is in you, dear friends and subscribers. As in the past, so 
we trust you will continue to aid us in making known our little 
messenger which seeks to radiate the love of the Heart of Jesus 
in the Holy Eucharist. Give us the consolation of fulfilling the 
promise placed on your lips by His Eminence Cardinal v. Faul- 
haber, when in spirit he laid for the readers of ‘““Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” a bouquet of gratitude upon the grave of our deeply 
lamented Rev. Father Lukas, O.S.B., and exclaimed: We will 
remain faithful to this magazine! 





Jesus in the Holy Eucharist Manifests 
His Goodness and Mercy 





marvelous invention of Divine Love, Jesus has 
opened to us the treasures of His mercy. All the 
goodness and mercy of God are contained in the 
Sacred Host. In the Host are all the perfections of God, all 
the virtues, all the graces, since He who resides therein is the 
Author of grace and the God of virtues. In the Holy Eucharist 
God loves to manifest His mercy, for it is His goodness and 
compassion which constrains Him to remain with us in so lowly 
a guise. How highly would one be praised who would strip 
himself of all and go irtto exile for his friend! Our Lord has 
done for us far more than this. He has died for love of man, 
He has chosen to dwell with us in our exile that He might con- 
sole us, fortify us, sustain us and provide for our wants by 
giving us what is needful. For who has ever approached the 
Sacrament of Love with faith, hope, submission, constancy and 
perseverance and has not been heard? 

Men are so weak, so deficient in virtue, because they do 
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not ask enough from the Giver of all gifts in the Holy Eucharist:: 
The greater number of persons go to the house of God and say 
a few prayers with a certain degree of fervor, it is true; others 
repeat prayers with their lips only, while their minds are wan- 
dering and distracted. How can they expect that a just and 
jealous God should receive and hearken to their prayers? 

From the Tabernacle the voice of the Master speaks to us: 
“Who is there that being in affliction has come with holy dis- 
positions, and has not been relieved? It is especially to those 
who are weighed down by the burdens of sin, that I call out 
from the Holy Eucharist, ‘Come to Me, all-ye that are bur- 
dened, and I -will refresh you’ (Matt. xi. 28). I invite not 
only the just, but also sinners, provided they are willing sin- 
cerely to renounce their sins; for I am here as on a throne of 
grace and mercy to receive those who shall present themselves. 
I ask them to renounce their sins, their criminal habits, and I 
am ready, if they are willing to grant Me what I ask of them, 
to make My graces and blessing fall abundantly on their heads, 
to pour down upon them all the compassion of My Heart, to give 
them all My love, to take them in My arms like wandering 
sheep which have returned to the fold, to compass them about 
with My solicitude, as a mother her sick child — in a word, to 
devote Myself wholly to them that they may be Mine forever. 

“Is it not a manifestation of the immensity of My mercy 
thus to abide among the children of men under the Eucharistic 
species every moment of the day and in all places on the earth? 
Is it not an unfathomable mystery of Divine mercy, this abase- 
ment by which the Son of God places Himself wholly at the 
disposal of men, with all that He is and all that He has? Ah! 
what regret will thousands feel in their hearts one day for not 
having profited by My mercy in this Sacrament, when they 
might have done so with such ease! But then the day of My 
mercy will have passed away.” 


There are three things which the world cannot take from me: the 
happiness of prayer, of suffering, and of devotion. I can enjoy this 
happiness always and everywhere. 
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The Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit 





ea| HEN the disciples returned to Jerusalem after the 
ascension of our Lord, they chose for their habita- 
tion the cenacle in which the Last Supper had taken 
place. There, in a retreat of prayer and medita- 
tion, they spent the eight days previous to the feast of Pentecost. 
There they waited patiently for the realization of the promise 
made by our Lord that the Paraclete would come. Their souls 
were filled with that peace which the Lord had given them; they 
had learned the lesson of charity and submission, they had now 
one heart and one mind. Persevering with them in prayer was 





_ Mary, the Mother of Jesus. What a consolation was not the 


presence of Mary to the apostles! She was now their Mother; 
Christ Himself desired that she should be their comfort. The 
apostles loved the Mother of Jesus, consulted her about the fu- 
ture of the Church, and no doubt learned from her the secrets 
of Divine love that filled her soul, learned from her the love that 
Jesus bore to His holy Church. They honored her with rever- 
ence, because she was the Mother of Him whom they now knew 
to be God. It was the beginning of the devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin — a devotion which has continued in the Church ever 
since with unabated ardor. 

St. Edward was one day waiting, in a school at Paris, for 
the arrival of his pupils. He was about to expound to them the 
mystery of the Holy Trinity. Being tired, he fell into a slum- 
ber, in which he had a dream. He saw a dove descending 
towards him; it bore in its beak the Sacred Host, and laid It 
on his lips. When he awoke he went to the lecture room and 
began his discourse; all who heard him were struck by the 
sweetness and clearness of his explanations. /t was the devotion 
to the Holy Ghost that gave a newness and charm to all he said, 
and impressed itself not only on his hearers, but also on him- 
self, so that he became full of the unction and fire of the Spirit 
of God. 

We will not be disappointed if we pray for the assistance 
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of the Holy Ghost in all our needs. In all our work let us look 
first to this Light of God and implore the Holy Spirit to grant 
us His gifts that we may experience His admirable fruits in our 
souls. 
The gift of Wisdom is 
an illumination of the 
Holy Ghost, thanks to 
which our intellect is 
able to look at revealed 
truths in their more 
sublime light and to 
the greater joy of our 
souls. Wisdom is a gift by which we raise our minds above 
the fleeting things of earth and contemplate things eternal; that 
is, God, the everlasting truth; tasting Him, as it were, and 
loving Him, in which consists our every good. 

Holy Spirit! grant me the gift of Wisdom, the supernatural 

light in which I may know God more clearly as the Supreme 
Being, His omnipotence, eternity, goodness and glory, and may 
taste and enjoy with an enraptured soul the ineffable sweetness 
of His love. - 
The gift of Understand- 
ing enlightens us by 
shedding a clear, 
searching and extraor- 
dinary light on the 
meaning of revealed 
truth, and by giving us 
a certitude that what 
God has revealed bears such and such a sense and no other. 
Understanding is a gift by which, in as far as this is possible 
to mortal man, the comprehension of the truths of Faith and of 
the Divine Mysteries, which cannot be known by the natural 
light of reason, is made easier. 

Holy Spirit! impart to me the gift of Understanding, the 
clear light revealing to my mind the mysteries of faith, the 
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things that are above, not darkly as in a mirror, but in a clear 
and convincing manner so as to captivate my heart. 

The gift of Counsel is a 
light given by the Holy 
Ghost, by means of 
which our practical in- 
tellect sees and rightly 
judges both what should 
be done in individual 
cases, and what are the 
best means to do it. Counsel is a gift by which amid the 
doubts and uncertainties of human life, we learn what redounds 
to the glory of God, to our own salvation and to that of our 
neighbor. Through this gift we learn how we can best please 
God. By following the inspirations of the Holy Ghost we re- 
ceive true interior peace and spiritual consolation. 

Holy Spirit! impart to me the gift of Counsel, the guiding 

ray of light that will enable me to choose what is true and right 
whenever I am assailed by doubts or dangers, and will infallibly 
lead to the attainment of my last aim and end. 
The gift of Fortitude 
is a permanent power 
! which the Holy. Ghost 
communicates to our 
will to assist us in 
overcoming the difficul- 
ties which might deter 
us in the practice of 
what is right. Fortitude is a gift which enables us with valor 
and courage faithfully to observe the holy laws of God and of 
His Church. 

Holy Spirit! impart to me the gift of Fortitude, the 
strengthening ray of light that will aid me to overcome all temp- 
tations, all difficulties and hardships in the way of salvation, 
with a generous soul, and to persevere in fidelity and love in 
spite of all obstacles and trials. 
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. The gift of Knowledge is 
a supernatural light of 
the Holy Ghost which 
shows us the credibility 
and acceptability of re- 
vealed truths, even for 
reasons which are based 
only on the order of crea- 
tion. Knowledge is a gift by which we judge correctly of cre- 
ated things, or creatures, and are taught the way to use them 
rightly and direct them to God, their ultimate end. 

Holy Spirit! impart to me the gift of Knowledge, that il- 
luminating light which will not only teach me the truth in all 
things pertaining to my salvation, but will make me despise what 
is deserving of contempt and love what is worthy of being loved. 


The gift of Piety 
awakens in our souls an 
inclination and readi- 
ness to honor God as 
our Father and to have 
a filial confidence in 
Him. Piety is a gift by 
which we venerate and 
love God and His Saints, and cherish and are kind to our neigh- 
bor for love of God. We have the sweetest pleasure in convers- 
ing with God, in listening to spiritual reading and hearing the 
Divine word; we delight in doing the will of the Heavenly 
Father, and have at heart all that tends to the honor and glory 
of God. If we are animated by such sentiments, we are truly 
devout, and we possess the gift of piety. 








Holy Spirit! impart to me the gift of Piety, that heavenly 
light which, entering into the depths of my being, will not only 
strongly incline my heart to love Divine worship and the liturgi- 
cal services of the Church, but cheerfully to practice all that 
true godliness requires of me. 
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The gift of Holy Fear, 
or the Fear of God, is 
actually the foundation 
of all other gifts. It 
drives sin from the 
heart, because it fills us 
with reverence either 
for the Justice of God 
or for the Divine Majesty. Fear of God is a gift by which we 
revere God and dread to offend His Divine Majesty and which 
diverts us from evil and inspires us to do good. 

Holy Spirit! impart to me the gift of the Fear of God. 
Let its Divine light penetrate my soul and fill it with such rever- 
ence and awe of the Divine Majesty as to make me not only to 
dread every sin as an offence against the great God, but to shun 
carefully whatever in the least degree wounds Divine charity. 








8-8-2 
Devotion to the Holy Ghost 


As a preparation for the feast of Pentecost, read our 64- 
page booklet: Devotion to the Holy Ghost. It explains this sub- 
lime devotion; the operation of the Holy Spirit in the Church and 
in souls; the gifts and fruits of the Holy Ghost. It contains a 
litany, novena and many inspiring prayers to the Holy Spirit. 
Price, 10 cents each, reduction for quantities of 100 and more. 

A priest writes: ‘I must hasten to thank you for your gem of a 
book, a copy of which I have just read... It will do much to spread 
devotion to the Holy Spirit, our Comforter and Sanctifier. May it be 
ordered by fifties and hundreds, especially for those about to be con- 
firmed! Devotion to the Holy Ghost, of which your booklet so admir- 


ably treats, is most useful to us, for it helps us to acquire the spirit of 
prayer and devotion. . .’’ 


From Michigan: “I wish to compliment you on your fine work. 
I have read and reread your pamphlets and enjoy them very much. 
They are set up in such a manner as to make them very interesting 
and never tiring to read. This is a small congregation, but they are 
selling fine and everyone likes them. I know God will reward you for 
your good work. 


Buffalo: ‘“‘The booklets you sent are just wonderful! I have 
learned so much from them that I am unable to express in words all 
they have done for me, and the benefit I have derived from them; and 
I know they do the same for thousands of others. Oh, it is good there 
is some place where we can secure such valuable information and such 
aids to salvation!”’ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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A Cause for Rejoicing 








Si 5A HILE chanting the jubilant Alleluia in honor of our 
\\7 Mm! Risen Savior, an additional cause for rejoicing fills our 
iV V7 ¥ hearts. The date for the opening of our new Convent 
at Mundelein, Illinois, has been set. Dear friends, you 
have watched with interest the steady progress of the work on this 
building, and you will share our happiness when you learn that 
June 7th, the beautiful festival of Corpus Christi, has been selected 
by His Eminence George Cardinal Mundelein for the opening of our 
little Convent situated at the corner of what was once the property 
of the Seminary of St. Mary of the Lake. 

“Corpus Christi! — Body of Christ!” — How sweet are the dis- 
pensations of Divine Providence! Amid our many cares and anxieties, 
our dear Lord was arranging that all should be completed and this 
new sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration should be opened on the joyous 
festival of the Holy Eucharist, Corpus Christi. Is it not a sign of 
His special predilection! The Holy Eucharist is the most precious 
Treasure of the Catholic Church. After Christ’s anointed, the priests, 
our Lord chooses the virgin adorers as the custodians of this won- 
drous Treasure. For the worthy "keeping" of this Treasure, the Sisters 
surround It day and night, offering praise, adoration and thanksgiving 
for this marvelous Invention of Divine love. They offer, too, the 
sacrifice of atonement in reparation for the indifference with which 
many Catholics regard this priceless Treasure. 

This year just when Holy Church celebrates the feast of joy 
in honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament, Jesus will start to reign 
on His new throne of grace and mercy at the Benedictine Convent 
of Perpetual Adoration at Mundelein, Illinois. May countless graces 
be diffused by the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus upon all who come 
to kneel and adore before this Sacramental Throne. His Eminence 
Cardinal Mundelein has promised to say the first holy Mass at the 
new Convent on Corpus Christi, and bless the house. 

The present temporary Chapel will be small, but since God is 
helping us erect the Convent through the donations of our kind friends, 
we rely on Him to continue to move hearts to come to our aid that 
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soon, very soon, the Adoration Chapel may be commenced. Dear 
readers of "Tabernacle and Purgatory," you have helped us, with 
Rev. Father Lukas, 0.S.B., of blessed memory, to erect a "monument 
of charity" by your generosity toward the impoverished poor in Europe 
after the War. Help us now to complete this "monument of adoration" 
of which Rev. Father Lukas was the inspiration. 

We thank most heartily each and every dear friend who has 
contributed toward the new foundation. We express our gratitude to 
the many who have given their donation in memory of that zealous 
priest who said: "No sacrifices should be too great to erect a throne 
of love for our Eucharistic Lord and surround it with adorers!" 

All donations for the completion of the new Convent at Mun- 
delein, and the erection of the Adoration Chapel, will be gratefully 
accepted by: — 

Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


—8-B-R- 


St. Benedict, the Beloved of God* 


Continued 





Preserved from the Poisoned Cup 


] NLY a few hours’ distance from Subiaco stands the 
W) little town of Vicovaro. Opposite on the left side 
of the Anio, and close to the bank, there is a steep 
ridge of rock in which may be found several spa- 
cious caves. These were soon sought out by those who craved 
for solitude, and a religious community was formed. Unfortun- 
ately, however, before very long discipline began to relax, a 
spirit of independence crept in, silence was neglected, poverty 
ignored, mortification forgotten; and this not by one or two 
delinquents, but apparently by the whole community. Never- 
theless, in spite of their laxity, the monks could not but admire 
and reverence the virtues of the youthful hermit. When their 
abbot died, they unanimously determined to elect Benedict in 
his stead. 








* Copyright Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 25 


Benedict knew their ways; he resisted their petition, telling 
them that his manner of life did not agree with theirs. They 
renewed their entreaties, assuring him that it would be for the 
glory of God and the good of their souls. These last reasons at 
length prevailed, and Benedict reluctantly yielded. Quitting 
his retreat, which had been to him an earthly paradise, the holy 
man set out for his new abode, heavy at heart on account of the 
burden he had taken upon himself. 

Benedict began his reform. Poverty was made obligatory, 
independence was no longer tolerated, idle conversations were 
forbidden, superfluous food and clothing curtailed, and strict 
regularity enforced; faults had to be acknowledged and satis- 
faction made. In order to assist the monks, the abbot gave them 
frequent conferences and exhortations, and poured out upon 
them all the love and kindness of his great heart, that thereby 
he might temper the severity of the Rule. But all his efforts only 
produced the result he had foreseen. The brethren had fostered 
their evil habits till they had become a second nature; the new 
regulations seemed to them unbearable, and necessary prohibi- 
tions unlawful despotism. 

At first they nursed their resentment in silence, bitterly 
regretting their folly in choosing a superior whose yoke they 
could not carry; then gradually they began to murmur. Finally, 
these impious men, having taken counsel among themselves, de- 
termined to poison their saintly master and spiritual father. 
They easily procured some deadly potion which they put into 
the cup from which he daily drank. When the glass which con- 
tained the poisoned drink was, according to the custom of the 
monastery, presented at table to be blessed by the abbot, Bene- 
dict put forth his hand and made the sign of the Cross. The 
glass broke in pieces, as if he had thrown a stone against it. 
By this the man of God perceived that the glass contained the 
drink of death which could not endure the sign of life. “Al- 
mighty God have mercy upon you and forgive you,” said Bene- 
dict. Taking leave of them he returned to the solitude he so 
much loved. 
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The above is extracted from our new booklet, St. Benedict, 
the Beloved of God. We feel confident it will prove interesting 
to many, who for years have expressed their wish of knowing 
more about this great friend of mankind. 


A Benedictine Father writes: “It is excellent both in matter and 
in form. I feel confident that many will welcome and applaud this 
little work. And it is so practical for the purpose... For the cover you 
have the best picture of St. Benedict that I have ever seen. It was a 
happy thought to put a few pictures inside; and how well you have 
selected them! May God bless the work and multiply the number of 
the great saint’s devout clients.” 


Price 10 cents; reduction for quantities. 
Address: Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


so 


The Wonder of Konnersreuth 
Continued 





Em gical N the Friday ecstasies Teresa Neumann is dead to 
| the world. Her sense of feeling is benumbed. Her 
ears seem to be deaf to questions, conversation and 
all noise whatsoever. The expression of her face 
seems to accompany music heard only by herself. Her body is 
rigid until it suddenly falls back heavily into the pillows. 

But the blood continues to flow steadily. During the hours 
of bitter suffering the streams of blood in her face become wider 
and run down, staining her garments and the bed clothing. 
From the time of the ecstasy of the crowning of thorns at about 
8 o'clock in the morning, the circle of wounds on her head also 
continues to bleed. On her garments over her heart is a spot 
saturated with blood. The stigmata on her hands and feet are 
not actually bleeding but show a glowing freshness and are 
moist with blood.* 

The hand of the clock is nearing the midday hour. The 
crucifixion ecstasy began fifteen minutes ago. It differs much 
from the other ecstasies, especially in that it lasts for more than 
an hour, is unbroken in its duration and because the martyrdom 
during this time is indescribable. 





*This description is based on the ecstasy of July 8, 1927. 
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Teresa’s face depicts the pain of inexpressible sympathy 
with Him whom she has just beheld thrown upon the Cross. 
The long duration of this ecstasy proves with what clearness, 
completeness and depth Teresa Neumann views and lives Cal- 
vary in detail. Her face is overrun with blood. A thick coating 
of congealed blood, over which fresh blood is ever trickling and 
drying again, is seen on her cheek. Her head-covering and 
gown on the left of her chest are saturated with blood. One 
wonders whence this blood comes, for Teresa has not taken food 
or drink for six months. Her eye-brows are clotted with blood 
and her upper eyelids adhere to the lower ones. At the nailing 
of the hands a quiet, helpless moan is heard and her whole body 
trembles. At the nailing of the feet a convulsive movement 
draws up her limbs at each hammer stroke. The expression of 
her countenance and her lamentations during the nailing of 
hands and feet are heart-rending. This expression of excruciat- 
ing pain could not be heightened if the stigmatic were really 
being crucified. Teresa does not only visualize the Passion of 
Christ, as she herself testifies, but in soul and body shares the 
torments of our Blessed Redeemer. 

Her body stretches a little, and her head is lifted as she 
follows the raising of the Cross and its violent sinking into 
place. At this stage of the Passion ecstasy, the face of the suf- 
ferer is as an open book of the lives of the martyrs. Her fore- 
head is deeply furrowed in pain; her nostrils expand and con- 
tract; her lips are drawn and parted, disclosing the blood which 
has run down her cheeks into her mouth. Her fingers move 
incessantly, with the convulsive twitchings of one crucified in 
reality. Drawing a deep sigh of relief, she turns her head to 
the right several times as though listening intently. She hears 
the good thief speaking. Then again, in the midst of the ex- 
pression of a sevenfold death agony, her mien changes to that 
of painful displeasure, accompanied by a startled warding off 
with her left hand as if to repulse the blaspheming thief cruci- 
fied at the left of our Divine Savior. 

The movements of her fingers become more painful and 
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convulsive. The flow of blood becomes more copious and of a 
deeper hue. Her tongue is parched with thirst and she moves it 
from side to side. Then, with her lips, she visibly wards off 
the bitterness of the vinegar. . . 


Agonizing Sufferings 

At the time the above description was written, visitors were 
permitted to see the stigmatic, and the narrator of the above, a 
priest, continues: 

Outside, near the entrance, many people are waiting. 
They come from far and near, from Nuremberg, from Munich, 
from Palermo and from North America. Priests, religious and 
lay-people, farmers, laborers and business men — people of 
every rank are here assembled. The medical profession shows 
an especial interest. After eleven o’clock visitors are not al- 
lowed to enter the room. The people stand at the open door, 
gazing in silent wonder at this replica of Golgotha’s sufferings 
and wiping the tears from their eyes. They are asked to re- 
main only a few minutes because there are so many others wait- 
ing below at the entrance. 

Several priests have gained admission to the room. One 
of them is standing directly at the foot of the bed. He has be- 
fore him a large sheet of paper in order to take down notes, 
but he soon gives up the attempt. Only three words are written 
on this sheet: “Terrifying, terrifying, terrifying!” Beholders 
here seem to witness that awful suffering and death agony at 
which even the rocks on Golgotha once broke and burst asunder. 
For the sufferings of Teresa Neumann, revealed through the 
agonizing expressions of her countenance and the painful con- 
tortions of her body, depict so vividly the sufferings of the Di- 
vine Victim on Calvary that the hearts of the spectators are 
filled with awe and amazement as they follow, in spirit, the 
various phases of the Divine tragedy re-enacted in the body of 
this person. 

The cleck in the church tower across the way strikes a 
quarter to one. Those who have often witnessed the ecstasy 
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know that the climax is approaching and that it will soon be at 
an end. Outside the people are crowding closer. There is dead 
silence within the room. The torture of the death agony, 
heightened by the excessive heat and the discomfort of clothing 
stiff and soaked with blood and perspiration, reaches its highest 
pitch. The stigmatic puts out her hands as though in the act 
of taking the Crucified down from the Cross; her face then 
bears an expression of dereliction as if she would say: “My 
God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me!” 

After a final shuddering, her body expands and stretches 
so that one can hear the cracking of her joints; every vestige of 
color leaves her face, she twists her arms in a despairing man- 
ner and falls back, as though dropped by an invisible hand, 
upon her bed, saturated with blood and perspiration. There 
she lies rigidly, the picture of one having suffered the most 
cruel agony of death. 

Sometimes it is Saturday before it is possible to free the 
bed from the blood ‘and perspiration-stained clothing. 

After that the stigmatic recovers quickly and is again the 
same cheerful Teresa whom we saw on Thursday evening... 
until the next Friday afternoon, when the same drama of suf- 
fering is re-enacted. 

As mentioned in our last issue, Teresa Neumann does not 
experience the sufferings of the Passion from Easter to Corpus 
Christi, which she calls the “Alleluia weeks;” and from Christ- 
mas to Septuagesima, which are likewise her “joyful” weeks. 
We learn, however, that with the return of the Lenten Season, 
1928, Teresa Neumann has again been favored with the Friday 
visions of the Passion. Already on the night of Friday, Feb. 
3d, the beginning scenes of the Passion, from Mt. Olivet to the 
capture, passed before her ecstatic gaze. The flow of blood 


from her eyes and the wound of her heart also reoccurred. 


To be continued. 
—®-S-R- 


REMARK. — We here wish to remark, that private revelations, accord- 
ing to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so 
far as the Church has not decided: upon them, claim only human 
credence. 
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Efficacy of Invoking the Blessed Virgin 
on Behalf of the Poor Souls 





aon fl LiL Blessed Virgin, called by the Church Militant the 
by EA Mother of Mercy, proves herself in this loving at- 
tribute no less tender toward the Suffering Church 
in purgatory. She herself, on a certain occasion, 
spoke thus to St. Brigid: “I am the Mother of all in purgatory; 
for all their sufferings are mitigated every hour by my interces- 
sion.” Furthermore, this holy foundress affirms that, from Di- 
vine inspiration, she knew Mary to be the comfortress of all who 
are in purgatory. Hence, St. Alphonsus declares: “Happy, 
thrice happy, are the clients of this Mother of Mercy, for her 
protection surrounds them, not only in this life, but follows 
them beyond the grave. The more incapable then, these souls 
are of helping themselves, the more does she redouble her solici- 
tude and goodness.” From this we may readily conclude how 
pleasing to the Queen of Heaven, and, at the same time, how 
efficacious for the poor souls it must be when we devoutly invoke 
Mary’s aid on their behalf. The pious Boudon recommends 
that we not only frequently invoke Mary’s intercession for these 
holy souls, but likewise entrust to her blessed hands all our 
other good works and prayers. “For,” he continues, “no one can 
dispose of them in a more holy manner. Moreover, this is one 
of the strongest proofs of true love for the holy Mother of God.” 


The Mother of God Exercises a Special Dominion in Purgatory 

There is no doubt that, as the Queen of Heaven exercises 
dominion over the Church Triumphant and Militant, so also 
does she reign over the Church Suffering, says St. Bernardine; 
and this she does in such a manner that the Church Triumphant 
takes part in the treasures of her glory, the Church Militant in 
her graces, and the Church Suffering in the effects of her inter- 
cession. For this reason the same saint applies to her the 
passage of Holy Scripture: “I have walked in the waves of the 
sea” (Ecclus. xxiv. 8), because she walks through that tempestu- 
ous sea of fire and mitigates the awful heat in which the holy 
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souls are languishing. St. Dionysius the Carthusian says that 
when the name of Mary is heard in purgatory, these souls ex- 
perience the same joy that a sick person on his bed of pain 
would experience if words of special consolation were addressed 
to him. The learned Novarin likewise testifies that her inter- 
cession for them is like the cooling dew in May, falling upon 
and mitigating the consuming flames. According to Salmeron, 
it is the opinion of many theologians that the Blessed Virgin, at 
her death, asked and obtained from her Divine Son the favor 
that all the souls at that time in purgatory were released and 
accompanied her to heaven. “Because it was just then,” says 
the pious Gerson, “that Mary was crowned Queen, yes, Queen 
of Mercy and Mother of Grace, whereby it was meet that the 
imprisoned should be pardoned and be present at her joyous 
coronation.” And St. Bernardine adds, that she obtained a 
special jurisdiction over purgatory, especially the power to re- 
lease her faithful clients. 


Mercy to the Poor 


It is in the power of everyone to give alms: either the spiri- 
tual alms of prayer and good works, or the temporal alms of 
monetary aid. May we not let the time of our life pass without 
sending before us into eternity our deeds of charity. “We 
shall not pass this way again.” 

Spring holds many privations for the impoverished Con- 
vents in Central Europe. One Convent wrote: “We, as many 
seminaries and other Convents have been preserved from disso- 
lution since the World-War by the alms sent to us by Rev. Fa- 
ther Lukas, of holy and lamented memory. We know not what 
will now become of us, but we ask him who knows our misery 


so well to intercede that hearts may be touched to aid us.” 
Ven. Mother Prioress, Srafpere- GL, Slo oa 4 — 

Is it not a strange coincidence that just on the very evening pre- 
ceding the sad catastrophe which ended the earthly career of our noble 
and generous benefactor, Rev. P. Lukas, we were gratefully discussing 
the numerous benefits and tokens of magnanimity which he had lav- 
ished upon our various houses? We concluded by resolving to plead 
with him anew for our poor St. Joseph’s Orphanage, for since repeated 
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floods have impoverished many of our local benefactors, we are left in 
dire want and distress. Though our Home has been preserved from 
the sad visitation, yet it stands greatly in need of repairs if it is to 
continue sheltering our poor orphans, who bereft of its protecting 
roof would be exposed to moral and physical ruin. How little consider- 
ation for immortal souls is found here! Our one hundred little ones, 
(unconscious of our straitened circumstances) stretch out pleadingly 
their little hands for bread which must often be left unpaid for months. 
Some kind hearts would gladly come to our assistance, but most of 
these are destitute themselves. Were many a well-to-do American 
acquainted with our situation, we are convinced the noble sentiments 
of his generous heart would constrain him to shower his bounty on our 
poor orphans, left almost entirely at the mercy of charity, since being 
a private institution, we have no support from the government. Conse- 
quently the home must be maintained by the voluntary offerings of 
kind benefactors. 

Pardon, dear Mother Prioress, our importunity in again molesting 
you with our troubles and difficulties, but to whom shall we turn? 
At the foot of the Tabernacle we again and again pour out our worries 
and anxieties — and it is there we find strength and courage to labor 
anew for the glory of God and the salvation of immortal souls. 

Recommending our work to your good prayers and confidently 


awaiting a favorable reply, I remain, Gratefully yours, 
Sister M. Genevieve. D.C 4 
Venerable Mother Prioress, Convent, South Tyroi, Feb. 6, 1928. 


We were glad to receive ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,” and thank 
you most heartily for sending it to us. We read with great interest and 
deep emotion the account of the last days and hours of the good Rev. 
Father Lukas, now resting in God, and are filled with gratitude and 
love for him. From his place in heaven he will surely continue to care 
for the poor, and promote the good work inaugurated by his God-loving 
and charitable heart. In all our papers one may read the sorrow 
which the departure of this good and noble benefactor has caused, and 
how unassuming, quiet and hidden in God was his life. How privileged 
are the dear Sisters in Clyde to have had such a noble priest as guide 
and example! We, too, shall never forget him, for what would have 
become of us if Divine Providence had not sent us good Father 
Lukas?... Through the kind benefactors he interested in our need, 
our Convent has subsisted during these critical years. 

M. Beatrice, Abbess. _ 
Gets Eh, 4; Mae. 
—_————— O00 atts Cat <3? 
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s Booklets Che Blessed Virgin Library 70 cems 


California: “I received the Blessed Virgin Library. It is indeed 
beautiful reading and I shall enjoy many happy hours and derive profit 
from those books.” Ohio: “I would not be without it for anything.” 


Devotion to Mary 
A man says of it: ‘‘Such grand reading is nourishing and refresh- 


ing for soul, body and mind.” This booklet treats on the Holy 
Name of Mary, her Immaculate Conception, her images, etc., and 
contains prayers. 10¢ each 


Mary, Mother of God 
Treats of the sanctity and dignity bestowed upon Mary through 


the Incarnation. The charming perfection of Mary. Her seven 
joys on earth; her joys in heaven. 10¢ each 

Mary, Our Mother 
Tells what our Mother does for her children; how she is our 
mediatrix; our ladder to heaven; our consoler in affliction; our 
merciful refuge; our advocate in death; our deliverer from purga- 
tory. 10¢ each 

Under Mary’s Mantle 
The powerful patronage of Mary; striking examples of how she 
protects her clients. How to consecrate children to the Blessed 
Virgin. From Massachusetts: ‘I love this booklet more than any 
I ever read.’’. 10¢ each 

De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary 
The secret of transformation through Mary. A_ seminarian: 
“Your wonderful pamphlet ... came to my attention yesterday. 
On account of its intrinsic supreme excellence and also because 
this will please Our Lady, I intend to give a copy to each of the 
twenty-three members of our class (Deacons) here at the semi- 
nary; hoping that I may assist you a little in your work, so that 
Mary will be better known and loved and served.” 10¢ each 

The Rosary, My Treasure 
From Illinois: ‘‘My life is very full; some days I am so tired I 
cannot concentrate on the rosary. Then I read this book; it re- 
stores my devotion and I again go happily about my business.” 
Ireland: “It is indeed a goldmine of devotion to Our Lady and an 
incentive to our Holy Religion in general.’’ 10¢ each 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
From California: ‘‘No one can read even a part of those beautiful 
prayers and explanations without a feeling of loving pity for the 
Sorrowful Mother.” In addition to an interesting treatise it con- 
tains touching prayers. 6¢ each 


Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 
Contains a Communion Mass and many beautiful devotions. A 
man writes: “I prefer this booklet to any prayer-book I have had 
and I have used it for the past four or five years.’”’ - Missouri: “‘It 
has filled a long-felt desire for a prayer-book which I never could 
find until I received this book.” 6¢ each 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Our Rosaries 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed 
with the Bridgetine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 


Extra quality, medium, black cocoa beads on sterling silver 
chain, with artistic cross and center piece of same, length 
19 in. This rosary makes an excellent gift for all. -........... $3.50 

Large oval, real Mother of Pearl beads on silver chain with silver 
cross and center connection, length 24 in. A suitable 
present for your mother or grandmother 

Handsome rosary, medium oval beads on extra strong silver 
plated chain; two links between beads. Nickel bound 
cross, oxidized center piece, length 24 in. ~-........................-. 

Small Matted Jet rosary 18% in. long on silver plated chain 
with oxidized silver cross. Figure of Sacred Heart inlaid 
in jet stone as center piece 

A strong rosary light to carry. Medium large beads made of 
Irish Horn on steel chain with cross and center piece of 
horn, length 21 in. 

Medium cocoa beads on metal chain with artistic oxidized center 
connection and cross. A link between beads, length 21 in. 

Strong rosary, round beads, on chain of double thickness. Beau- 
tiful oxidized cross with raised figure, length 16 in. ............ 


Medium round cocoa beads, with chain between, length 24 in., 
nickel bound cross 

Medium oval cocoa beads, with or without chain between. 
handy rosary for daily use 

Medium oval cocoa beads, which please all, 35¢. Larger beads 

Large or small cocoa beads is 


First Communion rosary. Appropriately made of Imitation 
Mother of Pearl on silver finish chain. The crucifix is nicely 
modeled with lilies. The center connection has a beautiful 
figure of Our Lord and St. John, length 16 in. .................... 

Black rectangular beads on metal chain, oxidized cross ‘and 
center piece with attractive emblem 





Hand-bound Prayer-Books 


Gems of Prayer. A complete prayer-book with clear, medium print. 
Size 3% x 4% in., 402 pages. Leather binding, gilt edges, $1.25. 
Golden Links. A choice prayer-book for young people. Small print. 
Size 2% x 4% in., 347 pages. White celluloid binding, picture on 
cover, gold edges, $2.25; white leather with picture, gilt edges, 
$1.25; black leather, red edges, 80¢; black cloth, red edges, 50¢. 
Joy in God. A handy “Vest Pocket Manual” with small print. Size 
4% x 2% in., 270 pages. Imitation leather binding, gilt edges, 90¢. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











